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Russian America PowerPoint Note Sheet
Vitus Bering
· Dates of Bering’s first voyage

· Where did he go?

· Dates of Bering’s second voyage

· Who else sailed with him?

· Where did Bering die?

Fur Hunters Swarm to Alaska

· How far had hunters reached into Alaska by 1743?
· How far had hunters reached into Alaska by 1745?

· How far had they reached 20 years later?

Furs are Basis of Russian American Economy

· What was the worth of the 187,000 pelts the Russians got?

· What was the chief reason the Russians came to and stayed in Alaska?
Russian and Aleut Interactions

· Describe the interactions between the Aleuts and the Russians.
Aleuts Resist Russians

· What did the Aleuts do to resist the Russians?
· Why were the Aleuts ultimately defeated?
Russians Trade Native Furs to Chinese

· Name the two animals the Russians were most interested in hunting.

· To whom did the Russians trade these furs?

· Which two native groups in Alaska hunted for the Russians?

A Permanent Settlement

· Who established this first Russian settlement?
· What were the 3 reasons for doing this?

Three Saints Bay
· What is the significance of Three Saints Bay?

Settlements Follow the Fur Trade

· List 5 places where settlements were established.
Alaska Natives and the Shelikovs

· Who did most of the manual labor for the Shelikov’s company?
· Why did the Shelikovs provide the natives a school?

The Russian-American Company

· When was this charter granted and by whom?

The Russian-American Company Charter

· Describe what the charter granted with regards to use and profit.
· Who was the Chief Manager?

Old Sitka is Established

· When did Baranov move the Russian-American Company to Old Sitka?
· What happened later that year?
The Russian-American Company in Sitka
· When did Baranov re-establish the trading post in Sitka?

1847 – 1867

· Describe what happened in the last 20 years of Russian activity in Alaska.

The United States Buys Russian-America

· Who negotiated the treaty for the United States?
· How much did the United States pay for Russia’s interest in Alaska?
Seward’s Folly

· Why was the purchase of Alaska referred to as “Seward’s folly” at that time?

Raising the American Flag

· When and where was the American flag first raised to show U.S. possession of Alaska?

Something to Think About

· Did the Russians really have the right to sell, and the United States the right to purchase, Alaska?  Explain your answer.

