U.S. Government Course Syllabus

Service High School, Fall2018
Teacher: Mrs. Haviland 

Room: G126

Email: haviland_rebecca@asdk12.org
         

Website: havilandak.weebly.com 
Remind: 

text @havgov1 to 81010 

Course Description

This is a semester-long course (.5 credit) that is required for graduation from the Anchorage School District. The format for this class will be a combination of lecture and discussion with regular reading assignments as well as periodic tests and quizzes. General topics include: foundations of government, branches of government, state and local governments, law, civil liberties and civil rights, policy making, parties, politics, voting, and active citizenship. 

Course Objectives

There are two main objectives for this course. First - to explain how local, state and federal governments work both individually and together as a system. Second and most importantly – to help you develop the skills and tools necessary to be active citizens. 

At the conclusion of this course you should be able to understand:

· Major political ideas and forms of government

· How constitutional government has been influenced by people, ideas and historical documents.

· Key roles played by individuals, political parties, interest groups and the media.

· The roles played by local, state and national governments in both the private and public sectors of the U.S. economy. 

· The American democratic beliefs and principles reflected in the U.S. Constitution. 

· Rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. 
· The importance of voluntary individual participation in the U.S. democratic society. 

· The importance of the expression of different points of view in a democratic society. 
Required Materials
Notebook and notebook paper

Pen/pencil

Class participation in discussion and activities is mandatory and may be factored in as part of your final grade. Some reading assignments will have to be completed in class and assignments must be turned in on time. Some discussions and classroom activities cannot be made up so please attend class regularly. 
Attendance 

Show up to class on time, every day. There is no debate on this issue. If you miss more than 15 days of class, you may be withdrawn from the course. In accordance with the ASD student handbook, if you are more than 10 minutes late for class you will be marked absent. 
Grading Policy

Grades will be based on class participation, assignments, projects, quizzes and tests. These activities are not weighted; grades are calculated based on points earned. There will be periodic opportunities for extra credit – take advantage of all of them!

Grading Scale

Grades will be based on the percentage of total points earned. The ASD grading program does not allow teachers to round points up to the next letter grade. 
· 90 – 100% = A

· 80 – 89% = B

· 70 – 79% = C

· 60 – 69% = D

· 0 – 59% = F

Late and Makeup Work

Due dates are solid. I very rarely give homework and I always provide class time to complete assignments. Assignments turned in late will lose points. You may turn in an assignment a day late for a 50% reduction in points. If you have an excused absence, you may turn assignments in the day you return to school with no loss of points. I am not obligated to provide makeup work for unexcused absences. Projects must be turned in if you attend school at any time on the due date. If you miss my class but are present in others, your project must be turned in by 2:30 p.m. or you will receive a zero. 
If there are extenuating circumstances, you can contact me and we will come up with a plan. Tests and quizzes may be made up in the event of an excused absence but must be made up before or after school and within an appropriate amount of time – usually within a week or less. It is your responsibility to obtain and complete makeup work. 
Classroom Conduct and Expectations

You are expected to treat your fellow students and myself (or a substitute) with respect and courtesy while in class. As long as you respect yourself, your peers and the teacher, there will be no problems. 

No cell phones or other electronic devices out in my classroom unless authorized by myself. Phones are to remain put away unless we are specifically using them for an activity. Unauthorized phone use will result in disciplinary action. If you are asked to leave class due to inappropriate use of an electronic device, you will not be given the opportunity to make up the work that you miss.   

The Service High School Student Code of Conduct will be followed regarding behavior, dress code, cheating, plagiarism, cell phone use and harassment. 

*Please note that this syllabus is subject to change. Keep it in your notebook for reference. 

U.S. Government

Mrs. Haviland – room G126
Greetings students, parents and guardians, 

Welcome to U.S. Government. I am super excited about this semester! Government and civics is such a vital part of our lives and I am passionate about increasing understanding of our rights as citizens, as well as the social and cultural issues that affect our lives. I have high expectations for my students and expect that they treat their peers as well as myself with respect both in and out of the classroom. The objective of this class is to have students gain an understanding of how government functions at the local, state and national levels and to understand the roles and responsibilities of citizenship.

Please keep track of your assignments in Q, it is your responsibility to be aware of your grades. If you do not have Q access, please contact the Service High Curriculum Department to obtain a login. Consistently checking your grades in Q is the best way to stay up-to-date on your progress and ensure your academic success. 

A little about myself
I have a Master of Arts in Teaching from the University of Alaska Anchorage, a B.A. in History from the University of Alaska Fairbanks and a B.S. in Advertising and Public Relations from Northern Arizona University. I am also an alumna of Service High School, class of 2001 – go cougars! 

I am looking forward to a great semester! If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

*Please note – I will be going out on maternity leave sometime in early October until approximately December 7th. A certified substitute teacher will be taking over for the entire second quarter including first quarter conferences. At that time, the new teacher will take over all classroom communication. Their contact information will be provided as we get closer to the start of my leave. 
Movie/video release form

Occasionally, movies or video clips will be viewed in class, some of which may be rated PG-13 due to strong language. ASD requires that I get a signed permission slip from parents acknowledging that movies with this rating (Why We Fight or Recount, for example) may be shown in class for academically enriching purposes. 

Please sign below and have your child return the signed portion to me by Friday, August 24th.
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

I understand that the media presented in class serves to enrich the learning experience and I give permission for my student to view the assigned videos, including those with a PG-13 rating, and complete any assignments in conjunction with these videos. 
Student Name (Please Print) ______________________________________________________

Student Signature _______________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________________________________

